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ABOUT THE EXHIBIT  See Nicholas Conservatory & Gardens in a new light! Bruce 

Munro: LIGHT is a garden-wide art sculpture exhibition. A British native, Munro is  

known for his large light-based sculpture installations. His sculptures have been featured  

in museums around the world as well as some premier U.S. public gardens such as  

Longwood Gardens, Atlanta Botanic Garden, Desert Botanic Garden, and Franklin Park 

Conservatory. The Nicholas Conservatory & Gardens exhibition is Munro’s first exhibit in 

the Chicago region, and visitors are expected to travel from Chicago, Madison, Milwaukee, 

Bloomington-Normal, Quad Cities, and beyond.

The exhibition is Munro’s eighth large-scale garden exhibition in the U.S. The Nicholas  

Conservatory & Gardens campus will provide a stunning backdrop for eight sculptures,  

including Munro’s iconic Field of Light and Water-Towers. Two new works will also debut: 

Sun, a monumental globe suspended inside the Conservatory, and Don’s Flamingos, a playful 

homage to the designer of the pink lawn flamingo, Don Featherstone. This is the first time 

Don’s Flamingos has ever been exhibited in the United States. There is also an exhibition of 

photographic prints in the lobby — depictions of Munro’s artwork installed across  

the world.

ABOVE: Bruce Munro, Field of Light (Nicholas Conservatory & Gardens, IL, 2017); photographer, Mark Pickthall. All images copyright Bruce Munro

ARTIST STATEMENT

“It is a great privilege to create an  

exhibition at Nicholas Conservatory  

& Gardens, and I was captured by the 

landscape of the garden and the Rock 

River adjacent. Gardens are very special 

to me because it’s an opportunity to 

re-engage people with real life, with the 

beauty of a garden, and that sense was 

with me when I visited the Conservatory. 

Part of the aim of these garden  

exhibitions is to get people who aren’t 

necessarily familiar with a garden to visit 

and experience such a beautiful place  

to be. I love the challenge presented to 

me by the Conservatory, of seeking  

out the balance that exists between 

contemporary art, landscapes, and  

architecture,”  

 — Bruce Munro, 2016



ABOUT BRUCE MUNRO  British artist Bruce Munro is best known for producing large immersive  
light-based installations, which often employ a massing of components by the thousands. An artistic  
diarist, he has spent over 30 years collecting and recording ideas and images in his sketchbooks, which  
he returns to over time as source material. Language, literature, science, and music have also greatly  
influenced his work. Frequently, Bruce’s subject matter is his own experience of fleeting moments of  
rapport with the world, and existence in its largest sense of being part of life’s essential pattern. His  
reoccurring motif is the use of light on an environmental scale in order to create an emotional response  
for the viewer. Munro’s work has been widely exhibited, including by the Guggenheim Museum, NY; 
Waddesdon Manor for the Rothschild Collection, UK, Longwood Gardens, PA, and is part of a  
permanent collection at Texas Tech University. His landscape installation Field of Light is at Uluru, 
Australia through March 2018. His work is held in the collections of museums and botanical gardens 
internationally, including the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, UK.   brucemunro.co.uk

NICHOLAS CONSERVATORY & GARDENS FACILITY MANAGER KELLY MOORE   
“Bringing Bruce Munro to Rockford really started out as a dream. Our staff  
saw an Instagram post in 2014 of one of his pieces, started researching his work, and 
were captivated by his use of light and gardens. Early in 2016, with financial support 
from the Nicholas Family Foundation, our dream became real as we signed on for a 
2017 exhibition. This type of world-class exhibit will shine a big spotlight on Nicholas Conservatory  
& Gardens, and put Rockford on the map,” said Moore, Nicholas Conservatory & Gardens Facility 
Manager. Nicholas Conservatory & Gardens is projecting 35,000 visitors over the course of the  
five-month exhibition. The Rockford Area Convention and Visitors Bureau estimates Bruce Munro: 
LIGHT will have more than $1.6 million economic impact to the city and surrounding areas.

SUMMER HOURS June 3 – Sept 3, 2017

Mon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:00-11:00 pm

Tues-Fri . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 am-11:00 pm

Sat-Sun .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .10:00 am-11:00 pm

FALL HOURS Sept 4 – Nov 5, 2017

Mon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00-10:00 pm

Tues-Fri . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 am-10:00 pm

Sat-Sun .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10:00 am-10:00 pm

ADMISSION
Adults .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$6 resident/$8 non-resident

Seniors (65+) . . .$4 resident/$6 non-resident

Veterans . . . . . .$4 resident/$6 non-resident

Youth (5-17) . . . .$4 resident/$6 non-resident

Tots (3-4) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2 resident/non-resident

Ages 2 and under . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FREE

Bruce Munro: LIGHT Special Events

•  Opening Party: Friday, June 2, 2017

•  Wine & Roses Annual City of Gardens  
and Sinnissippi Rose Garden fundraiser: 
Thursday, June 15, 2017

•  Moonlight Mixer Dance Parties:  
Saturdays: July 15, August 19,  
September 16, 2017

•  Hops in the Garten Beer Sampling:  
Saturday, October 14, 2017

EXHIBIT FAST FACTS

•  The exhibition was created in the U.K. over a 
period of 12 months before being shipped to 
the U.S.

•  It took over 3,100 hours to design and build 
in the U.K., and over 3,100 hours to re-create 
on site

•  Over 110,000 meters of fiber optics are used in 
the installation, with over 80 miles of walking 
needed to prepare the fiber for the artworks

•  The exhibit contains over 60,000 individual 
component parts. Many of the parts  
are re-usable, and will be put to good use  
in future installations.

•  The distance between the Bruce Munro Studio 
and the exhibit site is 3,914 miles

•  The entire installation uses 4,739 watts of 
electricity per day, which is about the same as 
an average American household uses in a day. 
All the lamps and projectors used are LED 
technology.

•  The materials used in the exhibit include:  
miles of fiber optic cable, full seltzer water 
bottles, empty 2-liter bottles, glass orbs,  
fishing poles, prisms, and some surprise  
elements relating to Munro’s new work  
inspired by the pink lawn flamingo! When  
the exhibit is over, everything is either reused 
for other exhibitions or recycled.

•  Five studio art technicians, four U.S.-based  
art handlers, and up to 20 volunteers a day  
are involved in the installation over a period  
of three weeks, equaling more than 6,000  
volunteer hours

FACTS ABOUT EACH ART INSTALLATION

•  Field of Light comprises 8,000 stems, and is the 
first to be installed alongside a railway line! 
62,000 meters of fiber optics are used in this 
installation.

•  There are 292 Fireflies in the installation, each 
with 24 lit fibers. This exhibit has over 7,000 
points of light. This installation uses 2,400 
meters of fiber optics.

•  Each Bloom has 100 real fishing rods, threaded 
with fiber optics (the original reels and lines 
have been removed). This is the second time 
this artwork has been shown in the U.S., and 
3,000 meters of fiber optics are used in this 
installation.

•  Sun was originally designed to be suspended 
from a single hanging point, but because of its 
size and weight, it was decided it should sit on 
the floor over the point as if a sun is rising on 
the horizon. 1,820 bottles are used in Sun. The 
framework for the installation was created in 
the U.S.! 27,300 meters of fiber optics are used 
in this installation.

•  Ferryman’s Crossing II was the first piece  
Bruce created using Morse code to translate 
extracts of literature. The digital animation  
is a translation from Siddhartha, by Hermann 
Hesse. This is the second time it has been 
brought to America. 

•  Don’s Flamingos is a new work by Bruce,  
and comprises 52 flamingos in fluorescent 
acrylic beads. Bruce created this piece  
especially for Nicholas Conservatory, and 
 it is an homage piece to the creator of the 
iconic pink flamingo, Don Featherstone.  
The soundtrack is of cackling flamingos, and 
was created in the Studio by Libby.

•  There are six Water-Towers in the installation, 
each using 272 water bottles. We used seltzer 
bottles because they are more robust than 
those used for still water. This artwork is  
experienced to music. Over 8,000 meters  
of fiber optics is used in this installation.  
Bottles will be recycled locally.

•  Light Shower was originally created for a space 
in Scotland, U.K. Its inspiration came from 
watching the rain fall against the window. 
There are 400 droplets of ‘water’ in this  
installation, and 4,800 feet of optical fiber.

   We welcome assisting guests with disabilities.  
Contact Customer Service at 815-987-8800.
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